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LETTER FROM  THE UNDER-SECRETARIES -GENERALS 

Distinguished Delegates, 

We are Kayra Demir Demircan and Melisa Sayıt. We worked hard for months with our academic team to provide you 
an amazing conference and we are so excited to meet you.   

Being in United Nations Environmental Assembly is really special for us. Our environment is home to animals, plants 

and humans. So there isn’t a word to explain how much our environment is important for us. We hope in our committee 
each delegate will express they are thoughts about our topic  and listen each other to learn more .  

We will be happy to see you all in this unforgettable experience. 

Let’s make this Model unforgettable together! 

Best Regards, 

Kayra Demir Demircan, Melisa Sayıt/ The Under-Secretaries General 
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 I.      INTRODUCTION 

Forests cover more than 30% of the Earth's land surface, according to the World Wildlife 

Fun. These forested areas can provide food, medicine and fuel for more than a billion peop-

le. Worldwide, forests provide 13.4 million people with jobs in the forest sector, and another 

41 million people have jobs related to forests. However people are destroying forests with 

setting fire, cutting trees to build hotels and shopping malls, throwing plastic wastes, cle-

aring to make way for palm oil plantations... People have a huge role in deforestation but 

they aren’t the only reason of deforestation. Other than people natural disasters could dest-

roy forests. 

II. GENERAL OVERVIEW OF THE UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT AS-

SEMBLY 

The United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) is the main body of the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP). The UNEA enjoys the universal membership of all 193 

UN Member States and the full participation of large groups and stakeholders. Through ac-

cess to these broad legislative, financial and development areas, UNEA provides a ground-

breaking platform for leadership in global environmental policy. UNEA is working to create 

a healthier environment to support humanity for future generations. The environmental min-

isters of the delegates participated in UNEA meet every two years in Nairobi, Kenya (UN 

Environment Programme, 1997). 

Forty years after the formation of UNEP, United Nations Member States gathered at 

the2012 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), and decided to 

strengthen and reorganize UNEP and expand access to its governing body to all UN Mem-

bers. Recognizing the significant work of UNEP over its first 40 years, and with a newly 

expanded mandate, the governing body of UNEP decided to change its name to the United 

Nations Environment Assembly and set its first session of the UNEA in 2014 (Ivanova, 

2007). 



A.  History of the United Nations Environment Assembly

The United Nations Environment Assembly was created in June 2012, when world leaders 

called for UN Environment to be strengthened and upgraded during theUnited Nations Con-

ference on Sustainable Development, also referred to as RIO+20. The Environment As-

sembly embodies a new era in which the environment is at the centre of the international 

community’s focus and is given the same level of prominence as issues such as peace, po-

verty, health and security. The establishment of the Environment Assembly was the culmi-

nation of decades of international efforts, initiated at theUN Conference on the Human En-

vironmentin Stockholm in 1972 and aimed at creating a coherent system of international 

environmental governance (Bauer, 2013). 

           B.  Summary of the UNEA  Actions

The first and second sessions of the UN Environment Assembly tackled and adopted resolu-

tions on major issues of illegal trade in wildlife, air quality, environmental rule of law, fi-

nancing the Green Economy, the Sustainable Development Goals, and “delivering on the 

environmental dimension of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”. It was also a 

success with the adoption in 2014 of a Ministerial Outcome Document that called for the 

achievement of “an ambitious, universal implementable and realizable Post-2015 Develop-

ment Agenda” that integrated all the dimensions of sustainable development for “the protec-

tion of the environment and the promotion of inclusive social and economic development in 

harmony with nature” (Gray, 1990). 

The Third Environment Assembly took place in Nairobi 4-6 December 2017 Assembly 

under the overarching theme “Towards a pollution-free planet”. The Assembly addressed 

five sub-themes: Water Pollution, Land Pollution, Marine Pollution, Air Pollution, and So-

und Management of Chemicals and Waste. It adopted a Ministerial Declaration and adopted 

11 resolutions and 3 decisions, calling for accelerated action and strengthened partnerships 



on, inter alia: combating the spread of marine plastic litter and micro-plastics; eliminating 

exposure to lead paint and promoting environmentally sound management of used lead-acid 

batteries; environment and health; improving air quality globally; pollution control by ma-

instreaming biodiversity into key sectors; addressing water pollution to protect and restore 

water-related ecosystems; managing soil pollution to achieve sustainable development; and 

pollution prevention and control in areas affected by terrorist operations and armed conf-

licts. Over 4,300 delegates participated in UNEA-3 and its related events, including about 

1200 delegates from more than 170 Member States, more than 700 representatives of Major 

Groups and other stakeholders, and 94 intergovernmental organizations .

III. DEFINITIONS OF DEFO RESTATION AND FOREST DEGRATION 

Deforestation is the destruction of forests or planted areas into deforested areas. The 

transformation of forests into fields, farms or urban areas can be given as an example.    

Forest degradation is a process in which the biological wealth of a forest area is perma-

nently diminished by some factor or by a combination of factors. 

IV.  DEFORESTATION AND GLOBAL DEGRATION HISTORY

It is a common misconception that deforestation is a recent occurrence, gaining momentum 
in the tropical regions of the world since about 1950. But its history is long, and stretches 
far back into the corridors of time when humans first occupied the earth and began to use 
fire deliberately, probably some half-a-million years ago. The World Bank estimates that 
about 3.9 million square miles (10 million square km) of forest have been lost since the be-
ginning of the 20th century. In the past 25 years, forests shrank by 502,000 square miles (1.3 
million square km) — an area bigger than the size of South Africa. 
 A 2017 Report by scientists at the University of Maryland showed that the tropics lost abo-
ut 61,000 square miles (158,000 square kilometers) of forest in 2017 — an area the size of 
Bangladesh.  
 In 2018, The Guardian reported that every second, a chunk of forest equivalent to the size 
of a soccer field is lost.   
In 2019, the number of human-lit fires in Brazil skyrocketed. As of August 2019, more than 
80,000 fires burned in the Amazon, an increase of almost 80% from 2018,National Geo-
graphic reported. 



      

    V.  THE IMPACT OF THE DEFORESTATION ON ENVIROMENT  

Deforestation is a contributor to global warming ed as one of the major causes of the enhan-
ced greenhouse effect. Tropical deforestation is responsible for approximately 20% of world 
greenhouse gas emissions. According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
deforestation, mainly in tropical areas, could account for up to one-third of total anthropo-
genic carbon dioxide emissions.But recent calculations suggest that carbon dioxide emissi-
ons from deforestation and forest degradation (excluding peatland emissions) contribute 
about 12% of total anthropogenic carbon dioxide emissions with a range from 6% to 17%. 
Deforestation causes carbon dioxide to linger in the atmosphere. As carbon dioxide accrues, 
it produces a layer in the atmosphere that traps radiation from the sun. The radiation con-
verts to heat which causes global warming, which is better known as the greenhouse effect. 
The forest products industry is a large part of the economy in both developed and develo-
ping countries. Short-term economic gains made by conversion of forest to agriculture, or 
over-explanation of wood products, typically leads to a loss of long-term income and long-
term biological productivity. 

     VI. COUNTRIES MOST AFFECTED BY DEFORESTATION

Brazil

The Amazon is home to the largest number of different species of trees in the world. Its bi-

odiversity could be reduced by nearly 57% if the current rate of deforestation continues. 

Since 2004 measures have been put in place by the government to reduce the numbers of 

trees cut down but recently has seen a slight upward spike. A large majority of the Amazon 

runs through Brazil so it’s vital government bodies and campaigners fight against this recent 

upsurge. Corruption and illegal logging are factors to take into account as these effect effici-

ent implementation of restrictions. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intergovernmental_Panel_on_Climate_Change


Peru

 Peru has the largest other part of the Amazon running through it. The main issue is down to 

80% of Peru’s deforestation comes from illegal activity. The government is working on 

stopping this but progress is slow. A massive problem Peru faces is the fact that its economy 

relies on natural resources which has huge implications for the Amazon. 

Bolivia

The huge soya industry equates for a large part of Bolivia’s deforestation problem. The go-

vernment won’t risk the country’s food security by taking measures against the industry. 

Cattle ranching also is a big problem for the same food security issues. 

Indonesia

The palm oil industry has taken its toll on Indonesia. Rainforests and peat wetlands have re-

ally struggled during the last 30 years. Over 5 thousand square miles are cut down each year 

to supply palm oil demands. There are plans afoot by the government to reduce their defor-

estation dramatically. 

Russia

Russia’s forests are the largest on the planet. A mighty 25% of the world’s untouched forests 

are located in Russia. 70% of the worlds boreal forests are also in Russia. Sadly, these fo-

rests are at a high risk of fire with over two thousand miles of woodland lost each year. Inc-

reased human population is making the risk higher. Lucky the government is highly com-

mitted to protecting their precious forests. 



Mexico

Mexico’s huge agricultural network is unfortunately responsible for the loss of vital tropical 

forests. The avocado industry is wreaking havoc, thinning out the pine forests creating 

harmful effects on the atmosphere and wildlife. Monarch butterfly have massively decre-

ased because of the appetite for avocados. 

Papua New Guinea

Logging and palm oil industries are taking nearly a thousand miles of trees each year. 70% 

of the county is covered covered in forest which helps the atmosphere and wildlife habitat. 

Areas of the land are now finally being protected by the government. 

Sudan

Sudan has a beautiful landscape covered in forest. Over 30% of the land is luscious green-

ery. At the moment, 500 miles of trees are cut down for cooking and heating. Large com-

mercial companies which generate steam and electricity are also tapping into biodiverse 

landscape. 

Nigeria

Nigeria was once a vast land covered in forest. Today there is only around 6% left due to 

use of wood for human livelihood. The rates at which Nigeria is losing it forest is one of the 

highest in the world. 

 



VII.   EFFECTS OF DEFORESTATION  ON ANIMALS 

Habitat loss
Deforestation can lead to a direct loss of wildlife habitat as well as a general degradation of 
their habitat. 

The removal of trees and other types of vegetation reduces available food, shelter, and 
breeding habitat. Wildlife habitats become fragmented, where native species must live on 
remaining habitat islands that are surrounded by disturbed land that is being used for agri-
culture and other uses. 

Habitat fragments may be too small to maintain viable populations of animals, and an ani-
mal living in one population may no longer be able to freely breed with individuals in other 
populations. Animals may not be able to find adequate shelter, water, and food to survive 
within remaining habitat. 

Animals may also encounter dangerous situations such as increased human-wildlife conf-
licts and being hit by vehicles when they attempt to migrate between habitat fragments.

With increased habitat edge, wildlife may experience an increased vulnerability to preda-
tion, poaching, wind, sunlight, invasion of exotic plant and animal species into remaining 
forest habitat, and other factors such as direct exposure to natural disasters that were not as 
much of a threat prior to the deforestation event. 

Some animal species are entirely dependent upon old growth forest habitat, such as the 
Northern Spotted Owl in the Western United States, and cannot survive in secondary forest 
habitat. This means that in places where is any deforestation happening, these species can-
not thrive and will gradually disappear. 

https://greentumble.com/the-biggest-dangers-of-habitat-fragmentation/


VIII.   POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

Perhaps one of the most effective solutions to the problems of deforestation around the 
globe is to change the valuation of products that are obtained through deforestation to the 
valuation of global forests for the important ecosystem services and other important re-
sources they provide, including the storage of carbon in a carbon-constrained future.

Stopping deforestation will take an international effort, as it is a widespread problem that is 
present on all continents. To be most effective, we cannot focus completely on stopping all 
logging because it is an integral part of many communities. 

Instead, we need focus on using forests in sustainable ways, like limiting logging in old 
growth forests, not clear-cutting, and increasing the number of seedlings planted.  
 
This is done in four main ways: 

• combating illegal logging 
• reforming trade agreements 
• protecting forested areas 
• educating local communities 

The maintenance of ample viable forests around the world requires policies and laws and 
their necessary enforcement to protect the forests that remain and to restore forest habitat 
globally. By creating government regulation to protect forests and halting illegal logging, 
local communities are forced to reassess their use of forests.

Economic opportunities should be developed for those reliant upon forest ecosystems for 
their livelihood in ways that promote forest conservation instead of exploitation. Sustain-
ably managed ecotourism activities may provide some of these opportunities, as well as fair 
trade products that support sustainable economic uses of forests. 

Additionally, trade agreements push governments to use only sustainable products. The use 
of sustainable forestry certifications schemes, such as the Forest Stewardship Council, is 
one way to support the sustainable management and preservation of forests around the 
world.

Finally, planting seedlings to offset trees that are cut down is integral in maintaining tree 
populations for a sustainable future 

Girl planting a tree 

https://us.fsc.org/en-us


Smart land management practices should be in place to ensure that viable forest resources 
will remain in the future, and land management techniques such as the creation of  wildlife 
corridors can help to connect wildlife populations in a fragmented landscape.

We know that deforestation is a serious problem for earth. This means it is our responsibili-
ty, as a species, to do what we can to prevent the issue from creating a lasting impact on our 
planet. This requires swift action from local and national governments to make changes that 
protect the forests we still have.

As individuals we need to make it a priority within our communities to work towards a sus-
tainable future for ourselves, our children, and the earth.

https://greentumble.com/what-is-the-purpose-of-wildlife-corridors/

