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History of Democratic Party: 

 
The Democratic Party is one of the two major parties in the United States and the 
nation’s oldest existing party. The party was founded on January 8, 1828. Originally 
it was a faction inside the Democratic-Republican Party, which was established by 
Thomas Jefferson and James Madison’ ideas against centralizing policies. In the 
1820s the party went through hard times but they did not have the idea of 
dissolution. Regardless they were dissolved and ones who are close to Jefferson’s 
ideologies thus establishing the Democratic Party. The Democrats ran for the 
presidential election with Andrew Jackson. They won the race, therefore, starting the 
Democratic Party’s era in US politics. 
 
In the 1850s the debate over slavery’s extension into Western territories split these 
political coalitions. Southern Democrats favoured slavery in all territories while their 
Northern counterparts thought that each territory should decide for itself via a 
referendum. The tensions were high between the two parties which led to the 
Democratic Party’s separation. Both sides came up with different presidents which 
split the parties votes. This helped the newly formed Republican Party’s candidate 
Abraham Lincoln to get elected. When Abraham Lincoln abolished slavery which led 
to a civil war against the southern states. This war led to hostility among the 
Northern Republicans which divided the party more. The Northern victory left 
Republican control of the Congress for the rest of the 19th century. During the 
Reconstruction era (1865-1877), the Democratic Party solidified its hold on the South 
as the Southern Americans opposed the Republicans measures of protecting civil 
and voting right for African Americans. 
 
After the Civil War, the Democratic Party found itself dealing with economic issues 
for several decades. After the Woodrow Wilson’s presidential term the party was 
weakened and in 1929 the Great Depression broke out during the presidency of 
Republican Herbert Hoover. In 1932 Franklin Delano Roosevelt became the first 
Democrat to win the White House since Woodrow Wilson. He launched an ambitious 
slate of federal relief programs known as the New Deal which caused Democratic 
dominance nearly for 60 years also this newly formed economic stance of Roosevelt 
influenced the economic plan of his party in the upcoming decades. 
 
After World War 2 the United States was on the victorious side with the United 
Kingdom, France and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. The United States was 
not looking forward to joining the war but after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour 
and Hitler’s declaration of war pushed the US to join the war. After German and 



Japanese unconditional surrenders were announced, but a peace treaty wasn’t 
brokered because there were no Nazi government to negotiate a peace treaty. This 
meant that the Allies would control Germany. With these events, the Cold War has 
emerged because of US worries about the Soviet Union’s expansion and the fear of 
communism. It also emerged because of Soviet concerns about interventionist US 
foreign policies. This led to distrust between formal allies, which caused the world to 
split into two blocs. Communism was gaining popularity mostly in Eastern Europe in 
countries like Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia. A civil war broke out in Greece 
between the communists and monarchists, in Korea a group of nationalists 
influenced by communism to proclaim the Korean People’s Republic. In Poland, the 
government was turning into a communist regime. Considering to growth of 
popularity in communism and these events going in Europe and Asia President 
Harry Truman and General George Marshall came up with the Truman Doctrine, 
Marshall Plan that shaped the United States foreign policy during the cold war 
period. These plans promoted internationalism and geopolitical expansion in foreign 
policy unlike the isolation policies that were implemented in the Third Reich, the 
Soviet-influenced countries like Poland, Czechoslovakia and in the Soviet Union. 
The Truman Doctrine was first meant to intervene with financial and economic aid 
not militarily to countries which are under the threat of Communism like Turkey and 
Greece.  
 
However, as the cold war heated, even more, military organizations were founded 
with American troops deployed around the world. In Truman’s presidency to his 
second term, there was no other conflict between two major parties than the 
Republican Party’s claims about Truman being not firm against the Soviet Union. 
Republicans criticized Truman’s non-aggressive and conciliatory actions against 
Soviet Russia. Before the 1948 elections, Truman changed his strategy to avoid 
criticism at the election time. Truman surprisingly won the elections to start his 
second term in the oval office. Eventually, the North Atlantic Organization was 
formed in 1949 with these events the separation became much clearer. 
 
In 1950 the Korean War broke out, he decided to intervene which gained bipartisan 
support. By 1951, an armistice was brokered and a truce was established along the 
Thirty-Eight Parallel. Democrats thought this armistice as a step towards victory. The 
Republicans were not happy with this truce claiming that it gave time for the 
communists to get stronger. The candidate of the Republican party Dwight D. 
Eisenhower who also was a military commander in WW2 criticized Truman’s Korea 
policy claiming that it was a foolish action to agree on a truce. As a result, 
Republicans gained huge support from the public thus winning the race. He was a 
moderate Republican so in domestic policies he expanded the New Deal. He also 
created the freest public work projects. Democrats appreciated his efforts. However, 



he was a limited supporter of the Civil Rights Movement which created internal 
issues. 
 
 
The Civil Rights Movement was not a short term movement. It was seeking equality 
in African American societies by African Americans. Their demand was equal rights 
and an end to the segregation in society. Although Republican President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower signed civil rights legislation (and sent federal troops to integrate a Little 
Rock high school in 1954), it was Lyndon B. Johnson, a Democrat from Texas, who 
would eventually sign the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 
into law. 
 
Eisenhower supported the containment policy of Truman but he made it shown that 
he was not supporting that this policy should only be used in Europe but all around 
the world. In Vietnam, communists proclaimed their independence from France. 
France requested help from the United States but they were not able to defeat the 
Viet Minh thus causing the independence of Vietnam. Eisenhower wanted to 
militarily intervene in Vietnam as he feared that it will become a domino effect. 
Democrats and some Republicans did not support this idea. However, after the 
formation of the South and North Vietnam Eisenhower deployed US troops to 
Vietnam marking a long and painful war for the US. Eisenhower interfered in the 
dispute between PRC(People’s Republic of China) and ROC (Republic of China), 
this led to both sides threatening each other with possible invasion of Taiwan(the 
main island of ROC) and with nuclear weapons but it was resolved later on. His 
policies in China was extremely unpopular among Democrats. 
 

History of the Republican Party: 
 
The Republican Party was established in 1854. First Republican President was 
Abraham Lincoln elected in 1960. The party may be associated with social 
conservatism, free-market capitalism, lower taxes, and gun rights. In World War 2 
the Republicans supported an isolationist stance opposing joining the war even until 
the Pearl Harbour attack happened which then they started supporting 
internationalism even more. During the presidency of Harry Truman announced the 
Truman Doctrine which supported countries who were under the risk of communism. 
This doctrine managed to get the support of a Republican-led Congress and further 
the establishment of NATO in 1949. Republican President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s 
foreign policies did not bring radical changes in US policy, as he continued to give 
military and economical support the Middle Eastern countries needing help in 
resisting communism. Eisenhower also developed a new policy named “New Look” 



which focused the use of nuclear weapons as the means of responding to any 
provocations by the Soviet Union. 
 
After the establishment of two separate governments in Vietnam, Communist Laos 
and Cambodia, Eisenhower feared that communism may spread like dominoes in 
Southeast Asia. And if Vietnam were to fall too it would threaten India, Japan and 
other nations, became largely involved in the Second Indochina War known as the 
Vietnam War, which was a civil war fought between South and communist North. 
President Eisenhower was reluctant to send US troops but American military 
advisors were sent to train South Vietnamese military alongside with military 
equipment and financial aid. However, US involvement grew continuously over time 
and split the public opinion into two until its complete withdrawal of troops in 1973. 
 
In the Civil Rights era, Republicans and Democrats had a wide range of beliefs 
within their parties during the civil rights movement. Moderate and liberal 
Republicans, as well as moderate and liberal Democrats, supported the movement. 
Much to the same effect, conservative Democrats and conservative Republicans 
alike opposed the civil rights movement.  
 

Brief History of 1960 Elections: 
 
The 44th quadrennial presidential election in American History took place on 
November 8, 1960. The Republican insider was Richard Nixon of California, 
relatively young but experienced as the nation's Vice-President for 8 years under 
Dwight Eisenhower. The Democratic newcomer was John F. Kennedy, a senator 
from Massachusetts, who at the age of 43 could become the youngest person ever 
to be elected President. This was the only election where both running candidates 
were under fifty years of age. Democrat United States Senator John F. Kennedy 
defeated incumbent Vice President Richard Nixon, the Republican Party nominee. 
After his victory, he became the youngest elected president of US history and the 
first Roman Catholic one. It was one of the closest elections in American history.  
 
 

Democratic Nomination: 
 
The 1960 Democratic presidential primaries were the selection process by which 
voters of the Democratic Party chose its nominee for President of the United States 
in the 1960 U.S. presidential election. Senator John F. Kennedy of Massachusetts 
was selected as the nominee through a series of primary elections and caucuses 
culminating in the 1960 Democratic National Convention held from July 11 to July 
15, 1960, in Los Angeles, California. 
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On November 8, Kennedy won 49.7 per cent of the popular vote in one of the closest 
presidential elections in U.S. history, surpassing by a fraction the 49.6 per cent 
received by Vice President Richard M. Nixon, a Republican. 
 
John F. Kennedy’s campaign was well regulated by his family and himself, and a 
serious an amount of money was spent during these campaign. 
 
Kennedy was initially dogged by suggestions from some Democratic Party elders 
(such as former President Harry S. Truman, who was supporting Symington) that he 
was too youthful and inexperienced to be president; these critics suggested that he 
should agree to be the running mate for another Democrat. Realizing that this was a 
strategy touted by his opponents to keep the public from taking him seriously, 
Kennedy stated frankly, "I'm not running for vice-president, I'm running for president. 
 
 His performances during the primaries were impressive; however, at first, his party 
was not convinced that he would be able to get votes in non-Catholic states. 
Nevertheless, he was one of the two frontrunners attending the primaries, his rival 
Hubert Humphrey’s campaign was insufficient for a big entrance to National 
Convention compared to a well-financed and organized campaign of John F. 
Kennedy.  
 
After Kennedy’s huge victory in West Virginia, a strong Protestant state, his 5 
opponent Humphrey left the race for the presidential nomination, and concerns about 
Kennedy’s ability to collect votes from non-Catholic states were proven to be 
unnecessary.  
 
 Kennedy had more than half of the votes to be the presidential candidate of the 
Democratic Party. The day after he secured his nomina+on, he announced his 
choice of running mate. He came up with an unexpected name, announcing Lyndon 
B. Johnson as vice-presidential candidate. Then on July 15, Kennedy officially 
launched his presidential campaign, as the Convention came to an end.  
 

Republican Nomination: 
 
Eisenhower’s Vice President, Richard Nixon, was the obvious choice for the 
Republican nomination. Early on in the campaign season, in 1959, it looked as 
though Nixon might face a serious challenge for the GOP nomination from New York 
Governor Nelson Rockefeller. However, Rockefeller declined to run, and Nixon did 
not face any significant opposition for the Republican nomination. 
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At the Republican National Convention, Nixon was the overwhelming choice of the 
delegates. Nixon chose United Nations Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr. to be 
his running mate. Lodge’s foreign-policy credentials fit into Nixon’s strategy of 
campaigning more on foreign policy than domestic policy. 
 
 

Kennedy’s General Election Campaign: 
 
Both candidates sought the support of the steadily growing suburban population, and 
for the first time, television became the dominant source of information for voters. 
Kennedy tried to identify himself with the liberal reform tradition of the Democratic 
party of Franklin Roosevelt and Harry Truman, promising a new surge of legislative 
innovation in the 1960s. 
 
John F. Kennedy hoped to pull together key elements of the Roosevelt coalition of 
the 1930s—urban minorities, ethnic voting blocs, and organized labor. He also 
hoped to win back conservative Catholics who had deserted the Democrats to vote 
for Eisenhower in 1952 and 1956, and to hold his own in the South. 
 
He also planned for the government to loan students money to amend medical 
school and provide grants to renovate old hospitals. He called for more money to be 
spent on medical research and, finally, expend effort for rehabilitaion and come up 
with new ways to assist those in need. 
 
In September, John F. Kennedy eloquently confronted the religious issue in an 
appearance before the Greater-Houston Ministerial Association. He said, "I believe in 
an America where the separation of church and state is absolute; where no Catholic 
prelate would tell the President—should he be Catholic—how to act, and no 
Protestant minister would tell his parishioners for whom to vote." But anti-Catholic 
feeling remained a wild card in the campaign. 
 
 His running mate Lyndon B. Johnson had a huge effect on Kennedy’s campaign. He 
ran a vigorous campaign in several states helping the Democrats to carry several 
Southern states including his home state of Texas. As the election day approached, 
momentum seemed to be running toward the Kennedy–Johnson ticket. 
 
 
 
 

Nixon’s General Election Campaign: 



 
He pointed to the peace and prosperity of the Eisenhower administration and 
assured the voters that he would maintain American prestige, leadership, and 
military strength.  
 
During his campaign process, Nixon focused on foreign policy and argued that 
Kennedy had no experience in foreign policy. Nixon emphasized that he would carry 
on the basic policies of the Eisenhower administra+on, but he also indicated that he 
would improve upon them in such areas as welfare programs, foreign aid, and 
defence. 
 
Both Kennedy and Nixon drew large and enthusiastic crowds throughout the 
campaign. In August of 1960, most polls gave Nixon a lead over Kennedy. However, 
Nixon was plagued by bad luck throughout the fall campaign. In August, President 
Eisenhower made televised comments that hurt Nixon. In addition, Nixon had to 
cease campaigning for two weeks early in the campaign to recover from a knee 
injury. Despite this delay in campaigning, he refused to abandon his pledge to visit 
all 50 states. Thus, he wound up wasting time visiting states that he had no chance 
of winning and states that had few electoral votes. 
 
He chose Henry Cabot Lodge, US ambassador to the United Nations, as his running 
mate. Nixon’s running mate ran a lethargic campaign and made additional mistakes 
that hurt Nixon. 
 
 

Debates: 
 
There were 4 debates during this election between two candidates.Kennedy then 
challenged the vice president to a series of televised debates. They were the first 
presidential debates ever to be televised and was seen as the turning point of the 
election.In 1950, only 11 percent of American homes had television; by 1960, the 
number had jumped to 88 percent. An estimated seventy million Americans, about 
two-thirds of the electorate, watched the first debate on September 26th.During the 
first debate Nixon was feeling tired and uncomfortable because of injury.At that time 
Kennedy was totally prepared,energetic,confident for debate.Most importantly, JFK 
spoke directly to the cameras and the national audience. Nixon, in traditional 
debating style, appeared to be responding to Kennedy. Most Americans watching 
the debates felt that Kennedy had won. (Most radio listeners seemed to give the 
edge to Nixon.)So he used this advantage for his in favor.At the rest of these 3 
debates Nixon seemed  more comfortable despite to his injury. However, the 



debates were watched by 20 million fewer Americans, having a lesser effect on the 
public than the first one.  
 

Review of US Presidential Election System 
 
The founding fathers of the United States created a system in which American 
people had the power and responsibility to select their leader.  
 
Unlike elections in many other countries, the US president is not determined by the 
popular vote. Instead, the candidate should get electoral votes to take office. 
Electoral votes are in total equal to the total number of Senators and 
Representatives, in 1960 there is a total of 537 electoral votes. These votes are 
distributed to the states in accordance with their population. As the public vote affect 
the popular vote, the decision of the electors affects the electoral votes. This system 
is known as the Electoral College, which is also defined by the US Constitution as 
the body that elects the President and Vice President of the United States of 
America. Every state has as many “electors” in the Electoral College, as it has their 
Representatives and Senators in the United States Congress and the District of 
Columbia has three electors. When voters go to their polls in an election, they are 
voting for the slate of electors pledging to cast their ballots for that ticket in the 
Electoral College. By 1960, many states’ electors were not deciding to cast their 
votes to a candidate. All electors were automatically casting their votes to the 
candidate who has the advantage in a popular vote within their state. However, there 
were exceptions to that system, such as in the states of Alabama, Mississippi, and 
Oklahoma. In these states, electoral votes were split into the 1960 elections. 
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