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History of the Committee  
The Council was created by the General Assembly on 15 March 2006. The Council consists 
of 47 United Nations Member States which are elected by the UN General Assembly. The 
Human Rights Council is an inter-governmental body within the United Nations system re-
sponsible for strengthening the promotion and protection of human rights around the globe 
and for addressing situations of human rights violations and make recommendations on them. 
It has the ability to discuss all thematic human rights issues and situations that require its at-
tention throughout the year.  

Definition of the Key Terms  

Slave: A slave is somebody who is owned by another individual and forced to work for not-
hing and dehumanized into being treated like the owner’s property, forced to work by being 
physically or mentally threatened. 

Chattel Slave: A chattel slave is enslaved for a lifetime and treated like an individual is sold 
and bought like any other property and therefore completely dehumanized.  
This slavery was prevalent in the United States before the Civil War, back in ancient Rome 
and Greece. However, unfortunately, it still exists in so many countries. Especially, Eastern 
African countries.  

Abolition: The act of ending an activity by law.  



Overall Issue  
Slavery is also known as `human trafficking` they are defined as the recruitment, transporta-
tion, transfer and harboring. It takes on many forms today. Domestic servitude is a slavery 
kind which, employees work in private homes, and forced into serving and where they have 
no option to leave. In forced labor people are forced to work under the threat of violence and 
also for no pay. Individuals that are compelled to work to repay a debt, this slavery is called 
bonded labor and it is one of the most common slavery today. And forced marriage is also 
really common. There is sex trafficking, in which people are forced into the sex ‘industry by 
force. And the last one is child labor and it consists of all of the other slaveries inside. 
 Besides all of these, wars were the easiest way to gain slavery for countries. The time that 
has passed didn't change anything. Between 16 and 19th century, slave trading between 
Africa and America was one of the most profitable businesses. 
Unfortunately, slavery is not a tragedy that we leave in the past. Today, nearly 21 million 
people are working without any payment and security. Modern slaves are working in textile 
workshops, brick factories, and bawdy houses. Despite slavery is illegal, it is still increasing. 

Timeline of Events  

6800 B.C. The world’s first city-state emerges in Mesopotamia. Land ownership and the 
early stages of technology bring war—in which enemies are captured and forced to work: 
slavery 
. 
2575 B.C. Temple art celebrates the capture of slaves in battle. Egyptians capture slaves by 
sending special expeditions up the Nile River. 

550 B.C. The city-state of Athens uses as many as 30,000 slaves in its silver mines. 

120 A.D. Roman military campaigns capture slaves by the thousands. Some estimate the po-
pulation of Rome is more than half slave. 

500 Anglo-Saxons enslave the native Britons after invading England. 

1000 Slavery is a normal practice in England’s rural, agricultural economy, as destitute wor-
kers place themselves and their families in a form of debt bondage to landowners. 

1380 In the aftermath of the Black Plague, Europe’s slave trade thrives in response to a labor 
shortage. Slaves pour in from all over the continent, the Middle East, and North Africa. 

1444 Portuguese traders bring the first large cargo of slaves from West Africa to Europe by 
sea, establishing the Atlantic slave trade. 



1526 Spanish explorers bring the first African slaves to settlements in what would become 
the United States. These first African-Americans stages the first known slave revolt in the 
Americas. 

1550 Slaves are depicted as objects of conspicuous consumption in much Renaissance art. 

1641 Massachusetts becomes the first British colony to legalize slavery. 
  

The Age of Abolition  

1781 Holy Roman Emperor Joseph II abolishes serfdom in the Austrian Habsburg dominions. 

1787 The Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade is founded in Britain. 

1789 During the French Revolution, the National Assembly adopts the Declaration of the 
Rights of Man, one of the fundamental charters of human liberties. The first of 17 articles sta-
tes: “Men are born and remain free and equal in rights.” 

1803 Denmark-Norway becomes the first country in Europe to ban the African slave trade, 
forbidding trading in slaves and ending the importation of slaves into Danish dominions. 
1807 The British Parliament makes it illegal for British ships to transport slaves and for Bri-
tish colonies to import them. U.S. President Thomas Jefferson signs into law the Act Prohibi-
ting Importation of Slaves, forbidding the importation of African slaves into the United Sta-
tes. 

1811-1867 Operating off the Atlantic coast of Africa, the British Navy’s Anti-Slavery Squad-
ron liberates 160,000 slaves. 

1813 Sweden, a nation that never authorized slave traffic, consents to ban the African slave 
trade. 

1814 The king of the Netherlands officially terminates Dutch participation in the African sla-
ve trade. At the Congress of Vienna, the assembled powers proclaim that the slave trade sho-
uld be abolished as soon as possible but do not stipulate an actual effective date for abolition. 

1820 The government of Spain abolishes the slave trade south of the Equator—but it conti-
nues in Cuba until 1888. 

1833 The Factory Act in Britain establishes a working day in textile manufacture, provides 
for government inspection of working conditions, bans the employment of children under age 
9, and limits the workday of children between 13 and 18 years of age to 12 hours. 



1834 The Abolition Act abolishes slavery throughout the British Empire, including British 
colonies in North America. The bill emancipates slaves in all British colonies and appropri-
ates nearly $100 million in today’s money to compensate slave owners for their losses. 

1840 The new British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society calls the first World Anti-Slavery 
Convention in London to mobilize reformers and assist post-emancipation efforts throughout 
the world. A group of U.S. abolitionists attends, but Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia 
Mott, as well as several male supporters, leave the meeting in protest when women are exclu-
ded from seating on the convention floor. 

1845 The British Navy assigns 36 ships to its Anti-Slavery Squadron, making it one of the 
largest fleets in the world. 
1848 The government of France abolishes slavery in all French colonies. 

1850 The government of Brazil ends the country’s participation in the slave trade and decla-
res slave traffic to be a form of piracy. 

1861 Alexander II emancipates all Russian serfs, numbering about 50 million. His decree be-
gins the Great Reform in Russia and earns him the title “Czar Liberator.” 

1863 President Abraham Lincoln issues the Emancipation Proclamation, freeing all U.S. sla-
ves in states that had seceded from the Union, except for those in Confederate areas already 
controlled by the Union army. 
1863 The government of the Netherlands takes official action to abolish slavery in all Dutch 
colonies. 

1865 Congress gives final passage to and a sufficient number of states ratify the 13th 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution to outlaw slavery. The amendment reads: “Neither sla-
very nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their juris-
diction.” 

1888 The Lei Aurea, or Golden Law, ends slavery in South America when the legislature of 
Brazil frees the country’s 725,000 slaves. 

1865-1920 Following the American Civil War, hundreds of thousands of African Americans 
are re-enslaved in an abusive manipulation of the legal system called “peonage.” Across the 
Deep South, African-American men and women are falsely arrested and convicted of crimes, 
then “leased” to coal and iron mines, brick factories, plantations, and other dangerous workp-
laces. The formal peonage system slows down after World War I but doesn’t fully end until 
the 1940s. However, in recent years, activists have noted that the 13 Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution does not outlaw prison slavery and that requiring inmates to work in prison in-
dustries today constitutes a continuing form of modern slavery.  
  



Abolition Spreads Worldwide 

1909 The Congo Reform Association, founded in Britain, ends forced labor in the Congo 
Free State, today the Democratic Republic of the Congo. After years of anti-slavery activism, 
the association’s Red Rubber Campaign stops the brutal system of Belgium’s King Leopold 
II, whose officials forced local people to produce rubber for sale in Europe and terrorized 
those who refused, cutting off their hands and burning down their houses. 

1910 The International Convention for the Suppression of the White Slave Trade, signed in 
Paris, is the first of its kind, obligating parties to punish anyone who recruits a woman or girl 
under age into prostitution, even if she consents. 

1913 After a public outcry galvanized by media reports and subsequent peoples’ petition, the 
British Parliament shut down the Peruvian Amazon Company, a British entity that was tortu-
ring and exploiting indigenous Indians in Peru. 

1915 The colonial government of Malaya officially abolishes slavery. 
1918 The British governor of Hong Kong estimates that the majority of households that could 
afford it keep a young child as a household slave. 

1919 The International Labor Organization (ILO) is founded to establish a code of global la-
bor standards. Headquartered in Geneva, the ILO unites government, labor, and management 
to make recommendations concerning pay, working conditions, trade union rights, safety, 
woman and child labor, and social security. 

1923 The British colonial government in Hong Kong bans the selling of little girls as domes-
tic slaves. 

1926 The League of Nations approves the Slavery Convention, which defines slavery as “sta-
tus or condition of a person over whom any or all of the powers attaching to the right of ow-
nership are exercised.” More than 30 governments sign the document, which charges all 
member nations to work to suppress all forms of slavery. 

1926 Burma abolishes legal slavery. 

1927 Slavery is legally abolished in Sierra Leone, a country founded as a colony by the Bri-
tish in the 18th century to serve as a homeland for freed slaves. 

1930 The U.S. Tariff Act prohibits the importation of products made with “forced or indentu-
red labor.” (In 1997, the Sanders Amendment clarified that this applies to products made with 
“forced or indentured child labor.”) 



1936 The King of Saudi Arabia issues a decree that ends the importation of new slaves, regu-
lates the conditions of existing slaves, and provides for manumission—the act of slave ow-
ners freeing their slaves—under some conditions. 

1938 The Japanese military establishes “comfort stations”—actually brothels—for Japanese 
troops. Thousands of Korean and Chinese women are forced into sex slavery during World 
War II as military “comfort women.” 

1939-1945 The German Nazi government uses widespread slave labor in farming and in-
dustry. Up to nine million people are forced to work to absolute exhaustion—then they are 
sent to concentration camps. 

1941 The Adoption of Children Ordinance Law in Ceylon, now Sri Lanka, requires the re-
gistration of all children who are adopted and regular inspections to prevent adopted children 
from working as slaves. 

1948 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, created by the United Nations, provides: 
“No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited 
in all their forms.” 

1949 The Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and Exploitation of the 
Prostitution of Others prohibits any person from procuring, enticing, or leading away another 
person for prostitution, even with the other person’s consent. This forms the legal basis for 
international protections against traffic in people still used today. 
  

Abolition in Recent Times 

1950-1989 International anti-slavery work slows during the Cold War, as the Soviet Block 
argues that slavery can only exist in capitalist societies, and the Western Block argues that all 
people living under communism are slaves. Both new and traditional forms of slavery in the 
developing world receive little attention. 

1954 China passes the State Regulation on Reform through Labor, allowing prisoners to be 
used for labor in the laogai prison camps. 
1956 The Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery regulates practices invol-
ving serfdom, debt bondage, the sale of wives, and child servitude. 

1962 Slavery is abolished in Saudi Arabia and Yemen. 

1964 The sixth World Muslim Congress, the world’s oldest Muslim organization, pledges 
global support for all anti-slavery movements. 



1973 The U.N. General Assembly adopts the International Convention on the Suppression 
and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, which outlaws several inhumane acts, including 
forced labor, committed for the purposes of establishing and maintaining domination by one 
racial group over another. 

1974 Mauritania’s emancipated slaves form the El Hor (“freedom”) movement to oppose sla-
very, which continues to this day. El Hor leaders insist that emancipation is impossible wit-
hout realistic means of enforcing anti-slavery laws and giving former slaves the means of ac-
hieving economic independence. El Hor demands land reform and encourages the formation 
of agricultural cooperatives. 

1975 The U.N. Working Group on Contemporary Forms of Slavery is founded to collect in-
formation and make recommendations on slavery and slavery-like practices around the 
world. 

1976 India passes a law banning bonded labor. 

1980 Slavery is abolished for the fourth time in the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, but the 
situation is not fundamentally changed. Although the law decrees that “slavery” no longer 
exists, the ban does not address how masters are to be compensated or how slaves are to gain 
property. 

1989 The National Islamic Front takes over the government of Sudan and begins to arm Bag-
gara tribesmen to fight the Dinka and Nuer tribes in the south. These new militias raid villa-
ges, capturing and enslaving inhabitants. 

1989 The U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child promotes basic health care, education, 
and protection for the young from abuse, exploitation, or neglect at home, at work, and in 
armed conflicts. All countries ratify it except Somalia and the United States. 

1990 After adoption by 54 countries in the 1980s, the 19th Conference of Foreign Ministers 
of the Organization of the Islamic Conference formally adopts the Cairo Declaration on Hu-
man Rights in Islam, which states that “human beings are born free, and no one has the right 
to enslave, humiliate, oppress, or exploit them.” 

1992 The Pakistan National Assembly enacts the Bonded Labor Act, which abolishes inden-
tured servitude or bonded money, system. However, the government fails to provide for the 
implementation and enforcement of the law’s provisions. 

1995 The U.S. government issues the Model Business Principles, which urges all businesses 
to adopt and implement voluntary codes of conduct, including the avoidance of child and for-
ced labor, as well as discrimination based on race, gender, national origin, or religious beliefs. 



1995 Christian Solidarity International, a Swiss-based charity, begins to liberate slaves in So-
uthern Sudan by buying them back. The policy ignites widespread controversy—many inter-
national agencies argue that buying back slaves supports the market in human beings and fe-
eds resources to slaveholders. 

1996 The RugMark campaign is established in Germany to ensure that handwoven rugs are 
not made with slave or child labor. In 2010, RugMark changes its name to GoodWeave. 

1996 The World Congress Against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children is held. 

1997 The U.N. establishes a commission of inquiry to investigate reports of the widespread 
enslavement of people by the Burmese government. 

1997 The United States bans imported goods made by child-bonded labor. 

1998 The Global March against Child Labor is established to coordinate worldwide demonst-
rations against child labor and to call for a U.N. Convention on the Worst Forms of Child La-
bor. 

1999 Despite being barred from entering Burma, the U.N. collects sufficient evidence to pub-
licly condemn government-sponsored slavery, including unpaid forced labor and a brutal po-
litical system built on the use of force and intimidation to deny democracy and the rule of 
law. 

1999 The ILO passes the Convention Against the Worst Forms of Child Labor, which estab-
lishes widely recognized international standards protecting children against forced or inden-
tured labor, child prostitution and pornography, their use in drug trafficking, and other harm-
ful work. 

1999 The first global analysis of modern slavery and its role in the global economy, Dispo-
sable People: New Slavery in the Global Economy, estimates that there are 27 million people 
in slavery worldwide. 
  

Abolition in the 21st Century 

2000 Free the Slaves is formed, originally as the sister organization of Anti-Slavery Internati-
onal in the U.K. Today Free the Slaves is an independent organization. 

2000 The government of Nepal bans all forms of debt bondage after a lengthy campaign by 
human rights organizations and freed laborers. 



2000 The U.S. Congress passes the Trafficking Victims Protection Act to combat the traffic-
king of persons as a form of modern slavery. The legislation increases penalties for traffickers 
provides social services for trafficking victims and helps victims remain in the country. 

2000 The U.N. passes the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons as 
part of the Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. The trafficking protocol is the 
first global legally binding instrument with an internationally agreed-upon definition on traf-
ficking in persons. 

2001 Slavery: A Global Investigation—the first major documentary film about modern sla-
very—is released in the U.S. and Europe. The film tells the story of slavery and forced child 
labor in the cocoa and chocolate industry and wins a Peabody Award and two Emmy Awards. 

2002 The countries of the Economic Community of Western African States agree on an acti-
on plan to confront slavery and human trafficking in the region. 

2002 The International Cocoa Initiative is established as a joint effort of anti-slavery groups 
and major chocolate companies—marking the first time an entire industry has banded toget-
her to address slavery in its supply chain. 

2004 Brazil launches the National Pact for the Eradication of Slave Labor, which combines 
the efforts of civil organizations, businesses, and the government to get companies to commit 
to the prevention and eradication of forced labor within their supply chains, as well as to be 
monitored and placed on a “dirty list” if the products they sell are tainted by slavery. 

2004 The U.N. appoints a Special Rapporteur (Reporter) on Human Trafficking. 

2005 The U.N. International Labor Organization’s first Global Report on Forced Labor puts 
the number of slaves worldwide at 12.3 million. The organization’s 2012 update increases the 
number to 20.9 million people. 

2007 Ending Slavery: How We Free Today’s Slaves is published. Written by Free the Slaves 
co-founder Kevin Bales, it is the first plan for the global eradication of modern slavery, esti-
mating the total cost of worldwide abolition at $10.8 billion over 25 years. President Bill 
Clinton highlights the plan at the Clinton Global Initiative. The book receives the 2011 Uni-
versity of Louisville Grawemeyer Award for Ideas Improving World Order. 

2008 The Special Court for Sierra Leone judges forced marriage “a crime against humanity” 
and convicts three officers in the Revolutionary United Front of forced marriage—the first 
convictions of their kind within an international criminal tribunal. 



2008 The U.N. International Labor Organization estimates that annual profits generated from 
trafficking in human beings are as high as $32 billion. In 2014 the organization increases that 
estimate to $150 billion in the report Profits and Poverty: The Economics of Forced Labor. 

2010 Free the Slaves publishes Slavery, featuring images of slaves and survivors taken by 
humanitarian photographer Lisa Kristine and a foreword by South African Archbishop Emeri-
tus Desmond Tutu. Kristine receives a 2013 Humanitarian Photographer of the Year Award 
from the Lucie foundation based in large part on her work with Free the Slaves. 

2011 California enacts the California Transparency in Supply Chains Act, requiring major 
manufacturing and retail firms to publicly disclose what efforts if any, they are taking to eli-
minate forced labor and human trafficking from their product supply chains. 

2012 The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission passes the Conflict Minerals Rule, requ-
iring major publicly-held corporations to disclose if their products contain certain metals mi-
ned in the eastern Congo or an adjoining country and if payment for these minerals supports 
armed conflict in the region. The rule was required as part of the 2010 Dodd-Frank Wall Stre-
et Reform and Consumer Protection Act. Free the Slaves has documented that slavery is wi-
despread at mining sites covered by this corporate disclosure requirement. 

2013 The first Walk Free Global Slavery Index is released with country-by-country estimates 
for slavery worldwide. The research team estimates that 29.8 million people are enslaved to-
day. The 2014 index increases that estimate to 35.8 million. The 2016 index increases that 
estimate to 45.8 million. 

2015 Free the Slaves marks its 15th birthday by announcing that the organization has reached 
a historic benchmark—liberating more than 10,000 people from slavery. 

2015 The U.N. adopts 17 Sustainable Development Goals, with 169 targets that include an 
end to slavery: “Take immediate and effective measures to eradicate forced labor, end modern 
slavery and human trafficking and secure the prohibition and elimination of the worst forms 
of child labor, including recruitment and use of child soldiers, and by 2025 end child labor in 
all its forms.” 

2017 A research consortium including the U.N. International Labor Organization, the group 
Walk Free, and the U.N. International Organization for Migration released a combined global 
study indicating that 40 million people are trapped in modern forms of slavery worldwide: 50 
percent in forced labor in agriculture, manufacturing, construction, mining, fishing and other 
physical-labor industries; 12.5 percent in sex slavery, and 37.5 percent in forced marriage 
slavery 



Forms of Slavery  

Domestic Servitude: Domestic servitude is the seemingly normal practice of live-in help 
that is used as a cover for the exploitation and control of someone, usually from another co-
untry. It is a form of forced labor, but it also warrants its category of slavery because of the 
unique contexts and challenges it presents. 
There is a moment when their employment arrangement transitions into a situation whereby 
they can not leave of their own free will, it becomes a case of enslavement. 
Domestic servitude can also be a form of bonded labor. This form of slavery happens when 
migrant workers reach a destination country, and they incur debt for their travel and/or a re-
cruitment fee. Though working, if their employer or recruiter adds on additional costs that 
can never be repaid, like housing or food, then the arrangement has transitioned into a form 
of slavery. This problem is compounded when employers or recruiters neglect legal docu-
mentation or confiscate it because migrant domestic workers are often fearful of reporting the 
abuse for fear of legal consequences. 

Throughout the United States  
It occurs in the United States too. There have been several cases of various legal and undoc-
umented workers traveling to the U.S. under the pretense of real employment and then forced 
into enslavement. 

Forced Labor: An estimated 20.9 million are victims of forced labor, a type of enslavement 
that captures labor and sexual exploitation. Forced labor is kind of similar to historic Ameri-
can slavery; coerced, often physically and without pay. All other categories of slavery are a 
subset of forced labor and can include domestic servitude, child labor, bonded labor. 
The private economy, businesses, and individuals seeking to create a profit – exploit 90% of 
the world’s forced laborers, meaning that the desire to produce a profit is the largest motivat-
ing force behind the institution of slavery. 
Primary countries of origin for foreign victims certified by the U.S.government are Thailand, 
Mexico, the Philippines, Haiti, India, Guatemala, and the Dominican Republic. 

Bonded Labor: Bonded labor, also known as debt bondage and peonage, happens when 
people give themselves into slavery as security against a loan or when they inherit a debt 
from a relative. It can be made to look like an employment agreement but one where the 
worker starts with a debt to repay – usually in brutal conditions – only to find that repayment 
of the loan is impossible. Then, their enslavement becomes permanent. While the worker 
labors to repay the debt, the employer continues to add on additional expenses. The worker 
needs shelter, food, and water. The employer covers those expenses by tacking on some mon-
ey. Consequently, the worker’s enslavement becomes permanent. 
Bonded labor is most common in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Nepal. The majority of the 
world’s slaves live and work in India in the form of bonded labor. 



Bonded Labor in the United States 
Following the Civil War, former slaveholders and white Americans needed labor for their 
workforce, so they found new ways to force African Americans to work. Whites arrested and 
charged African Americans and then fined them for their various crimes. Former slaves had 
little money to afford such fines, so white businessmen forced the emancipated slaves to take 
on debts in exchange for paying them. 

Forced Marriage: Due to the unofficial and undocumented nature of most forced mar-
riages, statistics on forced marriage vary. In 2003, the International Center for Research on 
Women estimated that over 51 million girls under the age of 18 were forcibly married. Forced 
and early marriage are most common in impoverished states in Africa, South Asia as well as 
the former Soviet republics. However, there are still cases of forced and early marriage in 
more affluent North American and European countries. 

Forced Marriage in the United States 
In the United States, adults and children are forced to marry through familial deception, cul-
tural tradition, emotional blackmail and threats of abuse or even death. Exceptions allow 
children under the age of 18 to legally marry. Most states grant children, usually between 16 
to 17 years old, a marriage license so long as their parents give parental consent. The other 
exception involves judicial approval and can allow people under the age of 15 to marry. 
Unchained, at Last, found that between 1995 and 2012, judges allowed 178 children between 
the ages of 10 and 15 to marry in New Jersey. From this sample, a number were children 
married to adults. 
The Tahirih Justice Center reported at least 3,000 suspected forced marriage cases in the 
United States between 2009 and 2011.  

Sex Trafficking: Sex trafficking is a crime when women, men and/or children are forceful-
ly involved in commercial sex acts. In the United States, any minor under the age of 18 en-
gaged in commercial sex acts is automatically considered a victim of sex trafficking under the 
law. Worldwide, it's estimated that there are 4.5 million victims of sex trafficking. 
Many times, people are offered false employment opportunities in major cities. For example, 
men and boys are sent overseas to work in construction and agriculture but are also forced to 
perform commercial sex acts. Women and young girls may be offered jobs as models, nan-
nies, waitresses or dancers. Some traffickers operate under the guise of agencies that offer 
cross-country dating services. However, upon arrival, these individuals are abused, threatened 
and sold in the sex industry. 



Sex trafficking in the United States 
The United States is a source, transit and destination country for sex trafficking victims. Pri-
mary countries of origin for foreign victims in 2013 were Mexico, the Philippines, Thailand, 
Honduras, Guatemala, India, and El Salvador. Americans may also be trafficked within the 
U.S. or sent to other industrialized states such as the Netherlands, Germany, and Japan. 

Child Labor: More than a quarter of the world’s slaves are children. These children are 
forced to commit commercial sex acts, forced into a system of domestic servitude or em-
ployed in occupations that are mentally, physically, socially and morally harmful. 
Poverty leads these children to accept the job, or their parents ask them to work to supple-
ment the family income. 
According to the ILO’s Worst Forms of Child Labor Convention, child labor is the enslave-
ment of anyone under the age of 18. The definition includes the use of children in armed con-
flict, prostitution and illegal activities such as drug trafficking. Lastly, any work deemed to be 
harmful to the health, safety or morals of a child is considered to be child labor.1 in 4 victims 
of slavery are children, 10 million children are considered slaves, 300.000 child soldiers are 
forced to fight wars, 700 million women alive today were married as children, 17.2 million 
children are working as domestic workers. 

Child Labor in the United States  
Secretary of Labor permits the employment of individuals between 14 and 16 so long as the 
work is not in the manufacturing or mining industries and so long as the child’s health, well-
being, and education are not negatively affected. Occupations that are deemed hazardous to 
the health or well-being of individuals between 16 and 18 years old are also considered to be 
“oppressive child labor”. 

Slavery in the 21st Century  

Modern slavery is a multibillion-dollar industry with estimates of up to $150 billion each 
year. International Justice Mission estimated that roughly 40.3 million individuals are cur-
rently caught in the slave trade industry. International Justice Mission also reports that 1 in 4 
victims of modern slavery is a child. The Global Slavery Index reports in 2018, 403.000 peo-
ple were living in the condition of modern slavery in the United States.[86] India is first with 
8 million, then China (3.6 million), Russia (794.000), Brazil (369.000), Germany (167.000), 
Italy (145.000), United Kingdom (136.000), France (129.000), Japan (37.000), Canada 
(17.000) and Australia (15.000). Despite being illegal in most nations, slavery is still present 
in several forms today. 



Points a Resolution Should Cover 

• Elimination of any kind of exploitation of children, including forced and 
bonded labor, as well as extensive sex trafficking. 

• Finding a method to create a database of trafficked workers in order to 
address the problem 

•  Methods to consolidate and improve the legislation prohibiting slavery 

•  Eradication of the illegal sex industry 

•  Abolishing of debt bondage work schemes 

•  Increasing awareness among citizens of the world, bringing about the 
the seriousness of the issue 

•  What steps need to be taken in order to detect cases of human trafficking 
and the slave trade? 

•  What could be done in order to strengthen cooperation among border 
control agencies maintaining the main channels of communication? 

• The recognition of organizations that can help. 
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